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Next Meeting

No February
Meeting

March 1 Meeting
is on Buying and
Using a Computer
for First Timers

We meet the first Thursday of each
month at the House of Hope
Church, corner 248th Street and
85th Avenue at 8:00 PM

There will be
no February
Meeting.
Next meeting
March 1
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January Meeting—Barbara Clark

We would like to ac-
knowledge Assembly-
person Barbara Clark
for her attendance at
last month’s induction
of officers. After a
long trip down from
Albany and another
local appearance, the
assemblywoman spent
the whole evening
with BCCA members
discussing local issues
and her recent activi-
ties in the Assembly.

I was deeply disap-
pointed at the turnout
for this meeting. It
was quite embarrass-
ing to see only a few
members join our offi-
cers. It was also very
embarrassing to have
spent many hours

judging homes for the
decorations contest and
preparing individual-
ized, photographic cer-
tificates and none of the
“winners” came to the
meeting.

I most certainly hope

that BCCA members de-
cide to participate more
in the organization. We
work very hard to find
important topics and
speakers to bring our
neighborhood together,
raise issues and to be
prepared to face prob-
lems in the community
when they arise.

Please try to send a
family member to our
meetings as often as
possible.

Snow remova.l by George Wolf

Last week I walked to
the bus and many of
the sidewalks were not
cleared. Corners didn’t
have a path cut for peo-
ple to walk across to
the street. As we all
know, the law requires
you to clear your walks

of snow in 4 hours dur-
ing daylight or the fol-
lowing morning if snow
falls at night. Hydrants
in front of homes should
also be cleared for emer-
gency use—you never
know when a fire could
make access crucial.

February, 2001

Buying PCs

Well, maybe we’ll try
something totally differ-
ent this month.
Has anyone ever thought
about buying a PC for
the first time - but you
didn’t know what you
would do with it, what it
costs, what to look for?
The hardware, software
cables and various
parts—as well as the in-
vestment—can be most
intimidating for a new
user, but it is possible to
reduce the whole thing
to some simple concepts
and instructions. We
hope to do that in the
March meeting. 1 will
bring computer equip-
ment ranging from
(Continued on page #2

In cases where an elderly

person lives alone it
would = ¢bel ‘nice  for
neighbors to shovel a
path to their doors.

You are responsible for
your walk. Should some-
one fall and be injured
you can be sued.
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Don’t Call me—Ever

The “Do not call” Registry law will
go into effect on April 1. People
who do not want to receive telemar-
keting sales calls should register
with the Consumer Protection
Board. Telemarketing companies
are barred from calling persons who
are registered with the Board.

For more information and to regis-
ter now, write to the Consumer Pro-
tection Board, 5 Empire State Plaza,
Albany, NY 12223 or go to the
Internet at www.consumer.state.ny.
us. Be sure to list all phone num-
bers including fax numbers.

ACTION NEWS

Become a “Mr.
Fixit” for Elderplan

Do your friends call you Mr. Or
Mrs. Fixit? Are you handy with a
hammer or screwdriver? If so, you
can become a volunteer helping
seniors who need minor home re-
pairs.

Elderplan is seeking skilled men
and women who can provide minor
home repairs to Elderplan members.
Plumbing, carpentry and minor
electrical skills are most needed.

Volunteers are needed to help sen-
iors throughout Queens. For more
information on joining the Member
to Member team, contact Diana
Horowitz at (718) 921-7909.

Thanks to the Kew Gardens Hills Homeowners Civic Association for these stories.

BCCA Feedback Form

To the B.C.C.A.:

general comment:

I suggest the following article for action news, issue to pursue or

I suggest the following speaker topic:
I suggest the following newsletter topic:

B.C.C.A. requests that you leave your

name and address
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Challenge Your Assessment

Homeowners who wish to challenge
the assessed value of their property
may do so after February 1. Annual
real estate taxes are based on the as-
sessed value of the property, so reduc-
ing the assessment of the property will
result in lower taxes.

For information and to obtain an ap-
plication, call the Queens Civic Cor-
poration at 261-8015

First-time PC Buyers

(Continued from page 1)

palmtop to laptop and desktop.
I will demonstrate software—at
least a word processor and if
time permits a spreadsheet and
“personal information manag-
ers”. We will discuss basics of
the internet and email. If this is
a success I will go into greater
detail in any of these concepts
in future meetings.

Please bear in mind that this
presentation will be directed
toward new and potential users.
I will not be discussing inter-
mediate or advanced computer
concepts. Anyone interested in
advanced topics, please fill out
and mail the feedback form
with specifics—if I can handle
the discussion I will try; if you
want to volunteer to lead a dis-
cussion, please let me know.
Computers have become af-
fordable and easy enough to
use by most people. The time
is here to check one out.

Address articles/items to:

action news

Richard C. Hellenbrecht, Editor

Bellerose Commonwealth Civic
Association, Inc.

P.O. Box 260225

Bellerose, NY 11426
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60 Minute Emergency Service {

7 Days - 7 Nights
la’wm.wm-ww
Caich Basins & Parking Lot Drains Cleaned

p ol
(718) 8466766  (516) 747-2344
TAKE $10 OfF ! GIvE TO MECHANIC

REGULAR PRICE ! FOR DISCOUNT
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Jd % F LTASHOP SERVICES COMPANY

PO Box 20086, Floral Park, N.Y. 11002
The Competitive Mailing Service
&

Data Base Management Company

USPS CERTIFIED
SPECIALISTS IN PERIODICALS & STANDARD MAILINGS
718-347-9047 - emall Itrshop@prodigy.net

Jacqueline C. Budds & Florence M. Buckiey

246-04 Jericho Turnpike
: Belterose
Fioral Park, N Y. 11001

12 Biocs East of the {

(355 18igna Park wavi
O U FoN
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(516) 352-7418

‘://I'/// it Ltenie ) : S

(718)343-4676
< Larry’s
Model Cleaners

DRY CLEANING DONE ON PREMISES
ALTERATIONS FOR MEN AND WOMEN

247-15 JAMAICA AVENUE
BELLEROSE, NY 11426
LARRY SANTORUVO
CHRIS SANTORUVO

@
(718)347-7187 (11}

MALTA ELECTRIC, INC.
LICENSED ‘

250-18 HILLSIDE AVE
MICHAEL TABONE

BELLEROSE, NY 11426

OERZEN CHIROPRACTIC
ASSOCIATES

BY APPOINTMENT
TELEPHONE
(516)352-7111
(516)352-7187
(718)746-4737

248-36 JERICHO TURNPIKE
BELLEROSE VILLAGE, NY 11001

92&ld:muum
&5 0
\( { FUNERAL HOME

“Caring for you and your family with compassion.”

James |. Walker, Manager

2000 HILLSIDE AVENUE, NEW HYDE PARK, NY 11040 (516) 352-3434
224-39 JAMAICA AVENUE, QUEENS VILLAGE, NY 11428 (718) 465-3210

% MR. RIBBON gﬁ

CRAFT SUPPLIES
247-75 JAMAICA AVE. * JERICHO TURNPIKE
BELLEROSE, NY 11426 (718) 347-0295

GEORGE * PATTY * ROSE * LUELLA * MARY

STORE HOURS: MON., WED., FRI., SAT 10-6
TUES. & THURS. 10-7, SUN 11-4

Rob Dixon
Licensed Real Estate
Broker (516) 352-6033
1-800 773-8044

Fax: (516) 352-0418

SURBER REAL ESTATE

SERVING THE 2 COUNTIES 1| TOWN OF
BELLEROSE FOR OVER 50 YEARS.
LARGE ENOUGH TO HELP AND SMALL
ENOUGH TO CARE.

45 Commonwealth Blvd.
Bellerose, NY 11001

OFFICE HOURS
BY APPOINTMENT

LOUIS SHAPIRO, D.D.S.
GENERAL DENTISTRY - ORTHODONTICS

248-12 JERICHO TURNPIKE
VILLAGE OF BELLEROSE
FLORAL PARK, NY 11001

(516)437-4474 (718)347-2122

(718 343-LAWN

5298

LICENSED ANC INSUURED

Citriana's £

FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS

0 80X 853 FLORAL PARK, N'Y 11001

Andrew Anzalone
Annette Leprine

AR TAX SERVICE

270-01 Hillside Avenue
Bellerose, NY 11040
(718) 343-9311

Located in Prudential All Stars
Realty

Richard M. Brown
Vice President—Investments

Financial Consultant
(212) 307-2968 Fax: (212)307-2841

SALOMONSMITH

BARNEY

Smith Barney Inc.

1348 Avenue of the Americas
21st Floor

New York, NY 10108




BELLEROSE COMMONWEALTH CIVIC ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 260225
Bellerose, NY 11426

Fax: 718-347-0807

Service to the Community since 1935

See our website: Www.beca-ny.com/

E-Mail: editor@bcca-ny.com

Queens Civics Fight lllegal Conversions

I would like to commend two
neighbor civic associations: the
Creedmoor Civic Association and
Rocky Hill Civic Association for
their efforts to stop local real estate
brokers from illegally selling
houses on the basis of potential sec-
ond income.

Recently Rick Duskewitz and Ber-
nard Aquilino visited an open house
to see what brokers were telling
prospective buyers about the houses
they were selling. In one visit a
broker, knowing about the one-
family zoning, told Rick and
Barney that renting out a basement
apartment could offset the monthly
mortgage expense. When they
asked if the celler apartment was
legal, the agent replied that “the
apartment was not legal, but that
people in the area don’t care.”

All of the local civics strongly op-
pose illegal apartments and ask that
homeowners report any suspicious
construction, multiple doorbells,
extraordinary amounts of garbage,
frequent comings and goings, etc.
Any apartments in most Bellerose
houses are not only illegal, but they
also impact the quality of life for
the surrounding neighbors and cre-
ate unsafe living conditions for eve-
ryone living in the house. I can not
over emphasize the importance of
this blight on our area. Nearly
every month we write or make calls
to seek investigation of some local
house. Don’t let brokers or buyers
think we don’t care.

Building Department Central Com-
plaint Center:

(212) 227-7000

www.bcca-ny.com

Please revisit our website some-
time soon. We have made several
changes and added a few pages to
keep the site up to date and to pro-
vide as much useful information as
possible to our members and oth-
ers who might like to visit.

As I’ve mentioned before, we have
had college reports written based
on our site and we have received
calls from people interested in
moving to Bellerose—because of
the web site.

See the new site also to get a copy
of the New York State cease and
desist forms to avoid unwanted
real estate solicitations. You will
also find photographs of our win-
ning homes decorated for the holi-
days. There are also some great
links to other relevant sites.




