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Graffiti

By: FrankT. Olton

After therain-out of the May
16 Bellerose clean-up, teams of
volunteers got together on Sun-
day to remove graffiti from light
posts, traffic signs and mail box-
es throughout the neighborhood.
Other volunteers have been work-
ingon assigned streets since then.
Hopefully by the time this issue
isdistributed, ourrain date clean-
up will have been a success and
graffiti will have been removed
from all the lamp posts and traf-

President's Gavel

By: Richard Hellenbrecht
As you read this special edition of BCCA

Action News the BCCA is winding down for our
summer break. We hope we have demonstrated to
you arenewed vigor. We are most serious about
our campaign against graffiti and generally about
instilling pride in our beautiful community of
Bellerose. See our special articles below and on
page 4.

Another thing we've done this year was to
ask our graduating classes at St. Gregory's and
PS133 what they would do if they were “Mayor of
Bellerose”. You'll find their thoughts interesting.

We were pleasantly surprised by the thought
and effort that went into the responses. A winning
essay of one boy and one girl will be announced
at graduation for each school and all four essays
will be published here in the fall.

Please have a peaceful and Happy summer
and keep Bellerose Beautiful.

fic signs in our area.

Our May 5th anti-graffiti
meeting was well attended. We
want to especially thank Father
Cunningham for donating use of
the St. Gregory's Oak Room,
Henry Mazer for representing
PS133 and mustering support of
parents and students, and Clif
Seale for representing the Belle-
rose Library. We also want to
thank representatives of Discount
Deli on Hillside Avenue and
Horizon Garage Dooron Jamaica
Avenue for ensuring the pres-

ence of some local businesses.
We are also appreciative of the
work done recently in painting
the Cross Island Parkway tunnel.

Itis very difficultto achieve
complete removal of graffiti.
Markings on a wooden post and
on brick walls attached to some
stores are much hardertoremove
because the surface is very po-
rous, and graffiti on the frontofa
traffic sign is difficult to remove
because the remover can destroy

the paint.
See Graffiti on page 4
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if | were
Mayor of
Bellerose

By: Students of PS133 & St. Gregorys

Members of the BCCA spent
part of the beginning of May
ranking essays prepared by gradu-
ating students of St. Gregory's
and PS133. In all, over 100 es-
says were reviewed and selecting
best boy and girl categories from
each school was very difficult.
We were all impressed with the
range of problems our students
identified and with the quality of
grammar and spelling. Our sin-
cere congratulations to these stu-
dents and our appreciation to the
teachers and principals for coor-
dinating this large effort.

Since several people ranked
different groups I haven'tseenall
of the papers yet, but using the
boys group from PS133 I re-
corded the themes that came up
most often. The four winners (a
boy and girl from each school)
will receive a savings bond and
their papers will be published in
September and October Action
News.

In general, the 43 papers I
read were mostly concerned with
issues related to Recreation, Se-
curity, Sanitation, Education and
Social Services. The greatest
single response was for more
police and security guards. Since
my group was boys, it was not
surprising that recreational items
were high on their list. Recre-
ation centers, pools and parks
were high on their dreamlist (just
after more cops). Kids sited bore-
dom, hanging-out as problems.

On the otherhand, it was
shocking to see several boys call-
ing for more trees and flowers.
Recycling came up frequently and

cleaning streets and parks. A few
kids spoke of removing graffiti
and suggested taxes and penal-
tiestopunish vandals.I wasequal-
ly shocked to see these fifth grad-
ers concerned about homeless-
ness, aids and help for the poor
and mentally ill. Finally, several
kids wanted toeliminate potholes,
fix sidewalks and improve
"smelly sewers"(?)

Quotables

Following are a few of the
notable quotes from the boys of
133

“I want to make Bellersoe
the best community in all New
York City. The best way to start
is by making it the cleanest com-
munity in the city.” “...I would
try to make this community a
model for the whole city...by
encouraging people to be the best.
I would make this an ideal place
to live.” “I would award people
who helped make this commu-
nity the best. [ hope when people
see less litter and cleaner envi-
ronment they would be proud to
live in Bellerose.”

“This is a wonderful place
to live in and I would like to keep
it that way.” “Iwould try to build
community spirit because this is
a great place to live and we'd like
to keep it that way.” “I'd start by
helping children. They are our
community's future. I'd like to
involve everyone in doing this.”
“I would try to have better safety
rules for schools that parents and
children would agree upon. To-
gether we would write a safety
codethateveryone could follow.”
“Children need fun like people
need food. Gettogetherasacom-
munity notenemies. I would cre-
ate a feeling of brotherhood if I
were Mayor of Bellerose.”

Padavan Fights
lllegal Apartments

Senator Padavan recently
sponsored legislation that would
prohibit Con Edison from in-
stalling more electric meters than
are authorized in the Certificate
of Residence issued by the City
Building Department. Governor
Cuomo has signed this legisla-
tion into law.

The law is intended to ad-
dress a major concern of the
BCCA and many other civics.
When the density of a neighbor-
hood is increased above the
planned density through the ad-
dition of illegal living space, city
services such as water, sewage,
parking and street traffic become
overburdened.

Under the new law, the
power company is required to
reject a request of a landlord for
an extra meter, unless the land-
lord can show that the Building
Department's Bureau of Electri-
cal Control has approved the in-
stallation.

Queens Children’'s

Theater Opens

Beginning on May 30, the
Marketplace Mall on Union Turn-
pike will become the new home
for the Queens Children Theater.
The theater will present The Hap-
piness Man, a delightful musical
for young and old. Performances
will be Saturdays and Sundays at
1PM; $5 for children and seniors,
$6 for adults.

The Theater is hoping to
expand to a general audience
evening musical theater by the
fallif the childrens theateris suc-
cessful. Go enjoy this fun pro-
duction as soon a s possible.
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Community Column

The BCCA ispleased tonote
the birth of a beautiful baby girl
named Sara Alice MacKenna to
Janine and Peter MacKenna,
Block captains on 250th Street
for the BCCA.. Sara's entry to the
world in early March also made
long-time BCCA Board member
and past president George Wolf
and his wife Carol grandparents
for the first time. Congratula-
tions to all of you!

New Services at
Holy Trinity

Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church, 87th Avenue and Com-
monwealth Blvd., Bellerose, now
has two services at 9AM and
10:30AM continuing through
June 28th. Sunday church school
at 9AM. Parents can worship
while children are in Sunday
school.

For information, call
(718)347-0278. All Welcome!

Clean-up Kudos

Last month we congratu-
lated the Library for their
execellent efforts at keeping the
Library clean after numerous
Graffiti attacks.

Several other stores deserve
the honor as well. Two corner
businesses have been hit many
times butkeep cleaning and paint-
ing. Congratulations to Reflec-
tions Hairdressers and Laffey
Realtors on Hillside Avenue for
their perseverance in keeping af-
ter this damage.

Without first class work
from all of us, we will not be able
to geton top of graffiti. Thanks to
these and all other businesses who
try to keep graffiti in control.

Storm Sewers

In our “Mayor” article we
mentioned that many children
have noted smelly sewers as some-
thing tofix to improve Bellerose.

QOur friends in the Queens
Colony Civic Associationran the
following article last month - its
good advice to address smelly
SEWETS:

The storm sewers in our
neighborhood are not sanitary
sewers. They should not be used
for disposal of any sorts. These
sewers do not receive the same
waste treatment as a sanitary
Sewer.

Motor oil, transmission flu-
ids, antifreeze and canine waste
should be disposed of in its proper
manner, not poured down these
storm sewers.

Community Day
at Rose House

The Rose House residential
care center for mentally ill home-
less people, is celebrating its an-
nual Community Awareness Day
with a free Bar-B-Que lunch at
the front yard of their Creedmore
Building 4 headquarters, right
along Hillside Avenue. Thisevent
willstartat 11 AMonJune 13 and
will feature elected officials,
awards for clients, tee shirts and
baseball caps.

BCCA Co President Rich
Hellenbrecht is honoree in rec-
ognition of service on Rose
House's Community Advisory
Board for several years.

All members of the commu-
nity are invited to come, have
some good food and see the good
works accomplished at Rose
House.

St. Gregory's
Lucky Thirteenth

The thirteenth annual
Gregorian Summer Festival starts
on June 18th, running through
June 28 at St. Gregory's
schoolyard. Festivities include
Bellerose Night June 18, Irish
nights June 19 to June 21, Coun-
try and Western Night June 22,
Polish Night June 23, 50's Night
June 24, German Night June 25
and Italian Nights June 26 toJune
28.

As always, the festival will
start with a parade. Featured
through the 11 days are rides,
games, prizes and plenty of food.

The festival is a great way
for the Church to get seriously
needed funds for the school. I
hope everyone has fun and spends
lots of money. But remember to
respect the property and privacy
of neighbors. Please encourage
yourchildrentohave a good time,
but not to get carried away.

Letter to
Councilman Leffler

The accompanying letter
was prepared by concerned par-
ents of Bellerose interested in
keeping budgeted educational
funds for our schools intact. This
letter does not necessarily ex-
press the editorial policy of the
BCCA or of the Action News.
We encourage you to follow your
conscience and use the letter as
you see fit.
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Graffiti continued from page 1

But we did learn that on
many surfaces, graffiti is very
easy to remove. It is very easy to
remove from the lamp post in
front of your home and from the
security gate on your store. Graf-
fiti removal sprays, sold in many
paint stores, can be purchased for
under $6 per can, are yery effec-
tive and will last a long time.

We have asked the stores in
our area for a commitment to
remove graffiti from their secu-
rity gates. Security gates covered
with graffiti are perhaps the most

easily correctible. Those stores
in our civic association which
have gates covered with graffiti
have been given a complimen-
tary can of remover. Please ob-
serve which stores keep clean
security gates and let them know,
inconversation and by your busi-
ness, that you appreciate their
efforts. In the future, we will try
to keep our membership aware of
which stores are making con-
certed efforts to clean their fronts.
At this point we are still waiting
for some to make the first effort.

j

Special Thanks

We want to give a special
note of thanks to Best Paint, 220-
23 Jamaica Avenue. The owners
are people who obviously feel a
sense of responsibility to the com-
munity. They demonstrated this
by selling us large quantities of
graffiti remover at well below
shelf price. We thank them for
their discounts, for their "throw-
ins" and for their advice.
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Other Graffiti
Issues

There have been a number
of letters and press releases re-
ceived in the last month or so that
Ithought you should be aware of.

Mostimportantly, underleg-
islation sponsored by Sen. Pada-
van, graffiti vandals would face
mandatory minimum fines of
$100 for conviction of defacing
property. This introduction won
the approval of the Senate on
May 18. If enacted, Padavan's
bill would make defacing prop-
erty a Class B Misdemeanor with
mandatory minimum $100 fines
and maximum $500 and/or three
months imprisonment.

Senator Padavan comment-
ed "Graffiti is more than just an
urban blight. When unchecked,
graffiti presents the image of a
deteriorating community ; a com-
munity that no longer cares about
itself."

In other actions recently
Senator Padavan has spoken to
Captain Dansky to ensure that
the graffiti problem is a priority

in the precinct and that it gets the
attention it deserves. The Cap-
tain reported that eight arrests
have occurred in the past year in
the 105th Precinct for graffiti
vandalism, including six juve-
niles. The Captain also assured
Senator Padavan that the pre-
cinct has also established an ex-
tensivelistof “tags” and thenames
of the vandals and that he will
continue to use late night plain
clothes surveillance teams to ap-
prehend graffiti vandals.

Douglas Brigandi, District
Counsel to Senator Padavan at-
tended our May 5 meeting and
spoke of the many efforts of the
senator and his office to restore
and preserve the quality of life in
Bellerose. Several copies of the
Senator's legislative committee
report entitled “Coming Clean”
were given out but they ran out
quickly. We have been advised
that a full supply is available at
the Senator's new district office
at 89-39 Gettysburg Streetin Bel-
lerose.

Councilman Sheldon Leffler
has also been very active creating

new legislationin New York City
to strengthen enforcement and
punishment for graffiti crimes
and sale of graffiti tools to mi-
nors. Three recent Leffler intro-
ductions include a bounty for in-
formation leading to the award
and conviction of graffiti vandals
and raising the current "tool bill"
from civil to criminal offense so
local police can handle com-
plaints. Finally, an introduction
has asked State Legislature to
give powers to courts to suspend
drivers licenses ordelay issuance
of licenses or driver's permits to
youths convicted of graffiti.
Operation PaintOut-Clean Up
Borough President Claire
Shulman has designated 1992 as
the year of Operation Clean
Queens. In herannouncement she
said “Graffiti is one of the most
challenging quality of life issues
in the Borough of Queens. There
is not a community or highway
which hasn’t beentouchedby this
malicious scrawl. Graffiti con-
tinues to challenge our ingenuity
and tax or resources.” The Paint

Continued on page 5
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Dear Residents of our Community,

Last spring parents, educators and concerned citizens
visited legislators in Albany to ask them to restore funding
for New York City Education. Our State legislators restored
$67 million for education in New York City. Unfortunately
Mayor Dinkins, in formulating a budget for the City for the
coming year, not only did not give the Board of Education the
$67 million but cut the education budget by $156 million. Our
children, who are the future of this city, cannot learn in
ovetcrowded classrooms with little or no books and supplies.
The children cannot effort to lose teachers, guidance
counselors and support staff in the schools.

Please support our city's children by sending the "tear
off" below to your city Councilperson. He has the power to
vote for the budget as it stands or adjust it - giving
education the funds it desperately needs.

If you are planning to disregard this letter because you
do not have children in the school system yet or if your
children have already passed through, remember that helping to
maintain the excellence of this school district will also
maintain the value of your real estate.

Send it tedaysi Dol t iflor sthe children. .Do..it. for New
York's Education system.

Thank you,
Concerned parents of children in District 26

Send it to: Councilman Sheldon Leffler
205-07 Hillside Avenue
Hollis, New York 11423
———————————————————————— TEAR OFF —------mmmmmmmmmmmm oo
Dear Councilman Leffler,
I am counting on you to reject Mayor Dinkins' budget and

approve one which does not cut education in our city.
Sincerely,

Name

Address




Continued from page 4

out will be held on June 13 and
June 14, We will use this day to
continue our clean up of lamp
posts, mail boxes, signs, etc.
Father Cunningham, Pastor
of St. Gregory's spoke at our May
5 meeting. Father suggested that
parents watch children's school
books, rooms, etc. foruse of Tags
or graffiti logos or presence of

spray paint cans and markers.
Father has compiled a list of log-
os and is closely monitoring the
situation around the school. The
Holy Name Society and the Boy
Scouts have recently painted the
underpass and it looks great!
PS133 Principal Henry
Mazer wrote to Claire Shulman
in support of our efforts. PS133
has adopted the letter box near
the school and vowed to work

with the community to clean up
our neighborhood. Referring to
our joint efforts of removing graf-
fitiand cleaning, Mr. Mazer end-
ed his letter by saying “In the
spiritof human kindness we,as a
society, can do great things.”
As you can see, there is a
groundswell of activity and in-
terest in overcoming this blight.
We will work through the sum-
mer to keep the pressure on.
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LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER
LICENSED INSURANCE BROKER

R.STUTZMANN &
SON INC.
FUNERAL HOME

T 2000 HILLSIDE AVE
. i NEW HYDE PARK NY. 11040

916-352-3434

224-33 JAMAICA AVE.
QUEENS VILLAGE, N.Y. 11426

718-465-3210

N.Y. STATE CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL APPRAISER ==t
25099 Jitlids Loonue, Betllovose N Y. 17426

\ T (71 431700

718-343-0106 516-352-0151 |\ i ow Matza

(718) 347-1672

COMMRAND FORCE

Security Systems, Inc.
Alarm Repair - All systems

MTP Auto Leasing & Services Inc.

20 Years Experience
Rides with Every Lease...
Business Personal - Professional
Affordable used cars
' Bellerose, NY 11426
247-25 JAMAICA AVE.BELLEROSE, NY. 11426
R .

OFFICE HOURS
BY APPOINTMENT

BELLEROSE OPTICAL
CENTER

Prescriptions Filled
Contact Lenses

OERZEN CHIROPRACTIC

ASSOCIATES LOUIS SHAPIRO, D.D.S.

BY APPOINTMENT GENERAL DENTISTRY - ORTHODONTICS

TELEPHONE AR
@ (516) 3527111 249-12 JERICHO TUER:ggéE Examinations by Appt.
VILLAGE OF BELL o
g:g 32:::“]:; FLORAL PARK, NY 11001 718- 347_7144

516-437-3839
247-02 JAMAICA AVE.

248-36 JERICHO TURNPIKE
BELLEROSE,N.Y.11001

BELLEROSE VILLAGE, N.Y. 11001

(516) 437-4474 (718) 347-2122

T R S L S SN O
Bellerose Commonwealth Civic Association, Inc.

c/o M. Hellenbrecht
246-72 86th Rd.
Bellerose, NY 11426

action news Address items to:




F ~JO-MAR’S
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MALTA ELECTRIC, INC.
LICENSED

Compliments of...
Awhpm bark since 1895. Tv / vC R
@noosav:u Service (AT
. SAVINGS BANK <718 =347-2515~

SINCE 1963
326 Jericno fpke

Assets over $1.4 billion member FDIC

247-53 Jamaica Avenue
Bellerose, N.Y. 11426

718-347-1010 & —
Timothy Stroehlein, Manager - m
e 250-18 HILLSIDE AVE.

— — MICHAEL TABONE
(across from Sizgler) < BELLEROSE, N.Y. 11426
Working together
PLYMOUTH GAS (516) 3840171 uc. no. 8178 to serve our neighbors!
SERVICE CO. Bayside
248-47 JAMAICA AVENUE i @ﬂ ] Soral
BELLEROSE, N. Y. 11426 W Federa,
718 -347-3497 JONBER WINES & sPikITS INC. SAVINGS BANK
LES SERVICE 80ARD oF DiReCTORS
A SRS HEATING SPECIALISTS z"&};i%““’ S ey L T .
24882 Jericho Turnplhe F. Frey, Ph.D. Kurt R. Schmetier, Ph.D. Robert T. Waldbauer
GAS CONVERSIONS ALAN WEINBERG  Village Of o.u::m ' s v e
*WATER HEATERS = POQL HEATERS Floral Park, N.Y. 11001 Bayside - Bey Torace « Geardiow« Gin Oss « Goet Hock
(718) 343-4676 : i
(718) 347-2042

7 DAYS - 7NIGHTS

CITY-WIDE SEWER &@ h
DRAIN SERVICE CORP.
*CESSPOOLS PUMPED

M g/am,m * SEWERS & DRAINS LTRSHOP Services Company

ELECTRICALLY CLEANED r )
The Complete Mailing Service

&"”‘w

DRY CLEANING DONE ON PREMISES -
ALTERATIONS FOR MEN AND WOMEN (('2186) ?ﬁ?.ggﬁﬁ
247-15 JAMAICA AVENUE :
_BELLEROSE, N.Y. 11426 O TERGSE
LARRY SANTORUVO Florence M. Buckley
CHRIS SA_NTORUVO Manager, Customer Service
2 P — s
Representing
mbm
91-31 Queens Bivd.
Elmhurst, N.Y. 11373
Sand Lake 58 FLORIDA Realty THOMAS L. TEDESCHI

juan SQntana ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

®PRESIDENT LIC. R.E. BROKER

1 (800) 755-2772
1(718) 343-2393
1(718) 457-9492
Fax. (718) 457-7163

87-44 251st STREET, BELLEROSE, NEW YORK 11426

FLORIDA PROPERTIES (718) 347-7093

Time Share Vacation Ownership

N -

(718) 343-6779

SERVICING THE COMMUNITY FOR dVER 45 YEARS

FREE RE-LOCATION INFORMATION TO ANY PART OF THE UNITED
A
S sﬁ COREY B. BEARAK
MANAGEMENT ATTORNEY AT LAW
MORTGAGES
APPRAISALS
8 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
(516)775-2445 OPEN 7 DAYS ot Biﬁ'ji 52: 1{3‘ 5‘;?:“26

(718)343-4404  246-01 JAMAICA AVENUE BELLEROSE

\_ .




