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President's Gavel
By: Rich Hellenbrecht

As the summer winds to a close we at the
BCCA begin to get back to business as usual, both
at work and at the civic association. One thing we
all must wake up tois our new legislative districts.
The September meeting will focus on what the
new lines are and how they will affect us in
Bellerose. Be sure to attend this important session.

Please keep an eye out for next month's
Action News because we hope to be announcing
a special date and location for our October meet-
ing. As is our custom we intend to join with the
Queens Colony Civic Association to host a Can-
didates Night for Assembly and other elections.

I hope everyone has noticed that we have
survived the Summer without the return of the
graffiti. You will recall that in the Spring several
volunteers cleaned up lamp posts and some store-
fronts. Many store owners also pitched in and
cleaned their gates. They still look good.

benefit from them.
This month we are printing

andrecreation, homelessness and

Mayor of Bellerose

By: FrankT. Olton

Last May we had the plea-
sure of reading essays, titled “/f7
were Mayor of Bellerose...” , sub-
mitted by the graduating classes
of St. Gregory's (8th grade) and
P.S. 133Q (5th grade), in a com-
petition sponsored by the BCCA.
We were delighted to see that
young students have given seri-
ous thought to issues that effect
Bellerose and the entire City;
crime, graffiti, city services, parks

the problems of the elderly,
among others.It was an extreme-
ly difficult task, but we selected
four winners - one boy and one
girl from each school. The win-
ning essays from St. Gregory's
were written by Beth Mitchell
and Michael Ardini and fromP.S.
133 by JennaReinhardtand Finny
George. Our congratulations to
them and to all who submitted
their ideas. The thoughts were
excellentand hopefully our orga-
nization and neighborhod can

the essays submitted by Beth and
Michael from St. Gregory's. Next
month we will print those from
Jenna and Finny. Please read and
enjoy them.
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New District Boundaries

By: Rich Hellenrecht

The summer hasdealtacruel
blow to the various communities
of Bellerose. In keeping with a
governmental mandate to in-
crease the power of minorities,
parts of Bellerose have been
carved up and added to different
district. Our area was added to
District 33, anchored on the south
side of eastern Queens and repre-
sented by incumbent Barbara
Clarke,aDemocrat from Cambria
Heights.

Our previous assembly dis-
trict and incumbent Assembly-
man Doug Prescott are now miles
from here in Flushing. Our Sena-
torial District changed slightly,
but Senator Padavan still repre-
sents our area. On the Federal
front, Congressman Ackerman,
who reporesented us for several
years is no longer in our district.
We will now be partof Congress-
man Floyd Flake's 6th district.

In this very busy election
season, all three positions are up
for election. While Senator
Padavan's strong hold in this
arcawill easily carry himthrough,
there will be tough battles for

Assembly and Congress.

The State legislators in ger-
rymandering this area butchered
parts of Bellerose, going so far as
to cut a neighboring civic asso-
ciation (Bellerose Hillside C.A.)
in half. All of our civics argued
vehemently earlier this year
against breaking up our north
central Queens area by making
Jamaica Avenue the southern
boundary. But politics won out.
Casting our neighborhood into
an area that is heavily weighted
miles south of us will substan-
tially weaken ouraccess to politi-
cal power and influence and may
affect our quality of life.

It is very hard to keep any
discussion from sounding racist,
but in fact, the State's redistrict-
ing committee cleasrly speaks of
its mandate to empower minority
communities, voters and candi-
dates. In this case, the empower-
ment clearly disenfranchises this
area. Our new district is 65 per-
cent black and 85 percent minor-
ity intotal. Its currentincumbent,
who is black, represents a solidly
black area and is not concerned
about Bellerose. It is unlikely

that our town will ever be a major
political interest for an official
with a such a solid majority.

October's Candidates Night
will be critically important to en-
sure that we have a voice in our
new district. We will need an IN-
CREDIBLE turnout to make a
serious impression. I understand
that a local civic president, Rich-
ard Cannon of the Bellerose Hill-
side C.A. is running for the As-
sembly seat. Please pay close at-
tention to this election, and by all
means VOTE.

Roadwork Finishing

As we go to press, the re-
construction of the Cross Island
Parkway northbound side has
been completed and finalization
of the southbound side is under-
way. I have asked Albert Wong,
Project Engineer to come to the
September meeting and brief us
on what we can expect for the
duration of the project.

Itis already hard to remem-
ber the condition of the short

\_

entry lane we lived with on the
northbound entrance. The interim
staging ramp was very danger-
ous and we are glad there were no
serious accidents during construc-
tion.

Al press. Uiime " the
southbound reconstruction has
caused the pedestrian underpass
to be closed for removal of the
retaining wall. We are advised
that this has been timed to ensure
that the underpass will be open

for the first day of school at St.
Gregory's and P.S. 133.

Also at press time we were
surprised to notice a major resur-
facing on Little Neck Parkway.
Although this roadway was re-
cently reconstructed, a number
of cracks opened up. Several lo-
cal residents have written to our
elected officials and gotten quick
action to correct these problems.
It pays to complain.
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( St. Gregory the Great School - Eighth Grade Essays:

If | Were Mayor of Bellerose...

By: Beth Mitchell

If I were the Mayor of Bel-
lerose, I would work to make the
town better.

One important issue that
needs to be corrected is how to
keep kids off the streets. There
are many ways to solve this. A
couple would be: building adance
club, amovie theater, or just any-
where kids could go and feel safe
and are being supervised at the
same time. By these things kids
can stay off the streets and out of
trouble. They would also be do-
ing something constructive in-
stead of just smoking, drinking
or even doing drugs.

Anotherimportantissue that
could be corrected is the vandal-
ism and crime factor in our com-
munity. We could reduce these
things by a neighborhood watch
system. By this system neigh-
bors, with the help of the police,
could watch out for each other
and the community. With every-
one working together the vandal-
ism in our community will come
to a stop because there will al-
ways be someone watching. The
same thing will happen with the
crime factor. This system will
also bring people in the commu-
nity together because they will be
working for each other's safety.

These are just two of the
many issues I would help change
and correct if I was the Mayor of
Bellerose. By working together
on difficult issues through out
our community we can help keep
some of the safety we already
have and get back some of it we
lost over the years to things that
hurt our community.

By: Michael Ardini

If I were Mayor of Belle-
rose, I would establish a new,
larger playground where children
could play and teenagers could
hang out. Then there wouldn't be
so many kids hanging out on
street corners and doing things
thatare against the law. This new
playground would also eliminate
the numbers of children getting
hit by cars and other vehicles
while they play sports in the
middle of the road. The play-
ground would provide a place for
children to play sports and games
without being in any danger of
getting hit by a car. The play-
ground would entertain the chil-
dren by having swings, seesaws,
monkey bars, a hockey section, a
baseball field, and basketball
courts. There also would be a
snack shop on the playground's
premises where food and drinks
would be sold at an affordable
price. I feel that a new, larger
playground would be agood place
where children could play orhang
out and still have their parents
know that their children are safe.

Another thing I would do as
Mayor of Bellerose would be that
I would create a larger police
force. The police force we have
now isn't large enough to control
all the violence, graffiti and drug
dealing thatis presentin our town
today. These are very serious
problems in our community. I
feel that if I was Mayor of Belle-
rose, it would be my duty to solve
these problems. A large police
force would make it possible for
police cars to go out patrolling at
night and keep peace and orderin

Bellerose. The police would be
able to catch the drug dealers, the
crime starters, and the children
who are putting garffiti on the
town's buildings. The increase of
the police force would help cut
down crime in Bellerose. This
new plan would also provide jobs
for those people in our town who
are unemployed.. Therefore this
plan would help those who have
been affected by the recession.
If I were Mayor of Belle-
rose, I would try extremely hard
to enforce these two ideas.
Editor’s Note:
You may recall that in June we
printed a recap of many of the
comments offered by the boys of
PS§133Q. It is important to note that
very high on the list of all of these
children is problems associated with
boredom and hanging out. Kids are
apparently desperate for places to
play safely and things to do.
We expect that this Fall, PS133
playgound - The Bellerose
Playground - will be totally rebuilt
under a Parks Department program.
These comments from our children
should encourage those involved in
St. Gregory's and other area
churches and schools to keep
recreational spaces high on thier
priority lists as they plan for the

future.
Citizenship
Awards

In addition to the essay
awards, the BCCA once again
presented Citizenship awards to
graduating students as follows:
PS133: Rudrabhishek Sahay and
Marsha Thomas.

St. Gregory's: Nicholas Buglione
and Bernadette O'Doherty.




( Queens Children's

Theater
By: Ben Finn

This newest addition to the
cultural climate of Eastern
Queens has survived its maiden
season rather nicely and is now
gearing up for a new season of
cildren's musicals. The success
of The Happiness Man, the show
that inititated the theater opera-
tion, has encouraged the compa-
ny to bring it back. After all, not
everyone in Bellerose has seenit.
In addition, shortly after thatshow
reopens, rehearsals will begin for
a second production, The Left-
out Leprechaun. Both of these
musicals will run at the theater in
alternating time slots.

The Happiness Man re-

ceived an excellent review in the -

Queens Courier, calling the QCT
“a must to see for families of all
ages and inclinations...a charm-
ing, creative and thoroughly en-
tertaining alternative for ener-
gizing your weekends. In addi-
tion, Newsday devoted an entire
column in its Spotlight section to
the new theater.

Thisis live professional the-
ater, playing Saturdays and Sun-
days at The Marketplace Mall on
Glen Oaks, where the manage-
ment has generously provided the
theater groups with a rent-free
space on the lower level. Thanks
are in order as well for the Man-
hattan Savings Bank, which pro-
vided the chairs as well as their

piano “bar” for auditions. Also,
Santoor Restaurant has gra-
ciously provided theirdownstairs
party room for rehearsals, on
those days when the Mall is
closed.

For information call 343-
1052.
Editor’s Note:
I accepted Ben Finn's offer to come over
and see the final Spring show of The
Happiness Manatthe QCT inJune.Iwas
surprised and delighted by the fun and
entertainmentl experiencedatthe theater.
The players got into their roles and had
the audience thoroughly participate. The
play changed as the children got more
involved in the plot. I'd say no two shows
could be exactly the same.
The QCT is the first cultural element I
know of inthisarea - andI'mvery pleased
its here.

Trinity News:
By: Phyllis Sternemann

On Saturday Sept. 12 at
10am Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church will hold Attic Trea-
sures Sale, a flea market type of
sale with proceeds going to ben-
efitthe “Young at Hearts” Group.
Come down and look for bar-
gains.

Holy Trinity Lutheran

Church will have two worship
services during the months of
October and November: 9 am
and 10:30 am. For the month of
September, the worship service
is at 10:15 am.

Sunday school begins on
September 27 at 9 am, and a
Picnic will be held after the wor-
ship service on Sept. 27.

Adult Bible Study begins
on Wed. Sept. 30 at 10 am and 8

Shots Again

By: Rich Hellenbrecht

Once again the peace and
quiet of Bellerose was shattered
at 11:30 pm on July 4. At that
time a volley of nine semi-auto-
matic shotsrang out fromtherear
courtyard of PS133. Upon inves-
tigation the next morning, sev-
eral of these shots went through
one of the back doors and caused
damage to the metal door and
woodwork inside the school.

This event was very dis-
turbing since it had been several
months since the last gunshots
were reported. We had hoped

.

that whomever was responsible
either left the area, got arrested.

Principal Mazer was very
upset and contacted the 105th
Precinct. Officers from the pre-
cinct came to inspect the damage
to the school and got some leads
from community members about
the perpetrators. They will con-
tinue to monitor the park.

There were several people
in the park at the time of the
shooting. If anyone has any in-
formation please contact our C-
POP officer: Russell Grurier at
740-1500.

pm. The topic is “Worship”. The
Churchis located at 87th Avenue
and Commonwealth Boulevard.
The third annual
Oktoberfest will be on Sat. Oct.
3rd, with dinner seatings at 5:30
and 6:30pm. Live music and
dancing, wine, beer, full course
meal. $25 adult, $12.50 child.
Call (718)347-0278 for tickets.

Potholes

From a Times/Ledger Report 8/27/92
Due to a backlog of 25,000

potholes throughout the city, City

Hall allocated $400,000 worth of

overtime work for 60 crews on

three Saturdays(August 22 to

Sept. 5) to catch up. Sixteen
crews, the largest contingent in
the City,were sent to Queens.

This program is an attempt
to be more responsive to pothole
complaints. Thoroughfares in
need of major resurfacing will be
done at a later date.

Be prepared for a smoother
ride if you venture into some of
the more pockmarked areas of
Queens and other boroughs.
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Sewer Bills

By: Rich Hellenbrecht

Our new Congressman,
Floyd Flake, has notified me that
many complaints have been re-
ceived about exorbitant and un-
explained sewer bills. Apparently
the charges relate to conversion
to metered billing, which has not
yet affected our area. The City

has sentlarge bills for the conver-
sion to residents without expla-
nation, and has added an 18%
interest for the remaining bal-
ance until the entire amount is
paid. Occasionallyresidents have
been billed and paid sewer taxes
continuously, but for prior peri-
ods. They are then billed for cur-
rent balances.

Under a plan adopted as a

result of Rep. Flake's interven-
tion, the delinquent charge has
been cut to 9% and DEP devised
a split-bill plan to reduce the
impact of these increases. Tax
payers billed at 50% more than
the prior bill may request a split-
bill. An initial payment will be
made and the balance rebilled in
three months with no interest.
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LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER
LICENSED INSURANCE BROKER
Real Estate

Mortgages
Appraisals

Insurance
Apartments
Management

N.Y. STATE CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL APPRAISER e
95097 Jtite Aonwe, Beltllocose N Y. 17456

|\ Gop (74 I43- 1100

R. STUTZMANN &
SON INC.

FUNERAL HOME

2000 HILLSIDE AVE.
NEW HYDE PARK NY. 11040
516-352-3434
224-39 JAMAICA AVE.
QUEENS VILLAGE, N.Y, 11426
718-485-3210

718-343-0106 516-352-0151

MTP Auto Leasing & Services Inc.

200 Years Experlendcs=
Wlfh Bx/"k_}
Persona;

Lk Rt .
;‘.Ctd,tur. NBECl A s

Rides Lease. .
Business
Affo

Rigbes sl olal

247-25 JAMAICA AVE BELLEROSE, NY. 11426

Matthew Matza
(718) 347-1572

COMMRAND FORCE

Security Systems, Inc.
Alarm Repair - All systems

Bellerose, NY 11426

OFFICE HOURS
BY APPOINTMENT

OERZEN CHIROPRACTIC
ASSOCIATES

Vil

248-36 JERICHO TURNPIKE
BELLEROSE VILLAGE, N.Y. 11001

LOUIS SHAPIRO, D.D.S.

BY APPOINTMENT GENERAL DENTISTRY - ORTHODONTICS

TELEPHONE
(516) 352-7111
(516) 352-7187
(718) 746-4737

249-12 JERICHO TURNPIKE
VILLAGE OF BELLEROSE
FLORAL PARK, NY 11001

(718) 347-2122

| (516) 437-4474

BELLEROSE OPTICAL
CENTER
Prescriptions Filled
Contact Lenses
Examinations by Appt.
718-347-7144
516-437-3839

247-02 JAMAICA AVE.
BELLEROSE ,N.Y. 11001

Address items to:

action news
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Bellerose Commonwealth Civic Association, Inc.
¢/o M. Hellenbrecht
246-72 86th Rd.
Bellerose, NY 11426




Compliments of...

A sofa, strong bork since 1895.

@noosavau

SAVINGS BANK

member FDIC

Assets over $1.4 billion

247-53 Jamaica Avenue
Bellerose, N.Y. 11426
718-347-1010

Timothy Stroehlein, Manager

~JO-MAR’S
TV/ VCR
Service Center
*718 -347-2515+
SINCE 1963
326 Jericho Tpke
Fiorai Park, NY 1i00i

\

347-7187
18) 347- 7
i m

MALTA ELECTRIC, INC
LICENSED

T'T—:_nm

250-18 HILLSIDE AVE.

‘a oross from Suzler,

MICHAEL TABONE
BELLEROSE, N.Y. 11426

PLYMOUTH GAS
SERVICE CO.

248-47 JAMAICA AVENUE

BELLEROSE, N. Y. 11426
718 -347-3497

SALES SERVICE
GAS HEATING SPECIALISTS

GAS CONVERSIONS
»WATER HEATERS ® POOL HEATERS

(518) 3840171

Vitlage Ligusns

JONBER WINES & SPI 1TSS INC,

LIC. NO. 5178

24882 Jericho Turnplke
ALAN WEINBERG
Floral Park, N.Y. 11001

Village Of Bellercse '

Working together
to serve our neighbors!
Bayside

Federal
SAVINGS BANK

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

George E. Beatty, Jr. Arthur D. Roche
George F. Frey, Ph.D.  Kurt R. Schmeller, Ph.D.
David G. Herold Louis L. Theiss Jr.

Joseph M. Mandel Charles Vite

(718) 343-4676
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DRY CLEANING DONE ON PREMISES

ALTERATIONS FOR MEN AND WOMEN

247-15 JAMAICA AVENUE
BELLEROSE, N.Y. 11426

LARRY SANTORUVO
CHRIS SANTORUVO l

—-—

7 DAYS - 7NIGHTS

CITY-WIDE SEWER &@ '
DRAIN SERVICE CORP.

22

eCESSPOOLS PUMPED
° SEWERS & DRAINS
ELECTRICALLY CLEANED

(718) 846-6766
(516 747-2344

===ttt

7o 7> 7 V¥

Please

p&*rm\ze_
0 WR.

A overh

2€rs

87-44 251st STREET, BELLEROSE, NEW YORK 11426

THOMAS L. TEDESCHI

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

(718) 347-7093

J & F LTRSHOP

® LABELS

*ZIP + 4

e CARRIER ROUTED
° AND MUCH MORE

Jacqueline C. Budds
\Florence M. Buckley

SERVICES COMPANY

The Complete Mailing Service ,

° BULK-SORTED
° LIST CONVERSIONS
* REPORTS

BE
PRA
ELtlLE

718-347-9047

)

QO RENTIF RiI

UNTI L 8:

8540 247 Street SUNDAY F
_Bellerose, NY 11426 10% OFF

S T
(718) 464-1200

BEST PAINT SUPPLIES, INC.

{(718) 468-8202

SEEREEC T-ERD)
CABOTS
BLINDS

M o8 MIOIOIR ES S
TiTe b LeA MIBIEIRETE. =
WALLCOVERINGS &
220-23 JAMAICGA
QUEENS VILLAGE,
114728

ANIE..

DAY Y

00 &
ROM 11-3:00
REGULAR PRICED ITEHS ON SUNWN
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